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they were carrying out their contract, and even had it in
contemplation to put an end to the agreement which had
been made with them. Accordingly the members of the old
company received permission to make proposals for a more
effectual method of executing the King's designs.1 As, how-
ever, the meeting persisted in declaring that there was no
reason to suppose that trade could be carried on on the terms
proposed to them, and refused to do more than to offer to export
one thousand cloths by way of an experiment,2 the negotiation
was broken off, and the new company was allowed to proceed
with the undertaking.3

It was not long before James met with an unexpected check*
The intelligence that the English were endeavouring to get into
their own hands the dressing and dyeing of the cloth roused
the Dutch to resist the change by every means in their power.
They declared that if the English would send them nothing but
dressed cloths they would refuse to buy them, as they would
be able, without difficulty, to establish a manufacture of their
own. It was soon seen that these were not mere
Resistance of words. A bounty was offered for every fresh loom
the Dutch,               was set Up? anc^ after a few wee]CSj Carleton

reported that, as he went about the country to examine the
progress which had been made, his ears were saluted by the
busy sound of the shuttle in all directions. It was in vain
that James stormed against the ungrateful Dutchmen who
were thwarting him in his beneficent intentions, and that he
protested that he would not be the first to give way. The
Dutch continued to weave their cloth in spite of his pretensions.
Distress in Before the English Government had time to take
the clothing any violent measures against the Dutch, it found
itself involved at home in difficulties of its own crea-
tioa It was impossible that the disturbance of the course of

1  Warrant, Feb, 7, 1616, S. P. Dom. Ixxxvi. 48.    Bacon to the King,
Aug. 12, 1615, Feb. 25, 1616, Letters and Life, v. 178, 256.

2  Old Company to the Council, May 1616, S. P. Dom.  Ixxx.  no.
Endorsed May, 1615, and so calendared b   Mrs. Green; but the warrant
just quoted shows this to have been a mistake.

3  Chamberlain to Carleton, March 27, 1616, Court and Times* i. 392.